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"Life can change in an instant. It is much too short not to celebrate 
it and surround ourselves with love and laughter."

Mary V. Buckingham & Karen Mills

I don’t know about you, but I’ve never laughed so much 
in one hour as I did when stand-up comic Karen Mills, 
our keynote speaker, shared her ovarian cancer story with 
us at the 31st Annual Circle 1000 Founders' Celebration 
Brunch. She has been in the laughter business for over 21 
years, and that didn’t change when she was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer. Karen took on the disease with hope and 
humor. While cancer is no laughing matter, she touched our 
hearts with her anecdotes and observations. Now cancer 
free, Karen travels all over the country to share her story.

Karen’s closing words will stay with me for many years to 
come: “If you ever find yourself facing this terrible disease, 
please remember your spirit shines through your smile, not 
your hair, and even when your body is weak, your spirit 
can be strong. And, whatever you do, never ever order a 
wig on the internet!”

Thank you so much to Sue Werner for her lovely tribute 
to our dear friends, Nora Jorgensen and Margaret Larkin. 
They were among the first group of philanthropists who 
joined Sandy Sewell in her mission to raise money for 
Hoag Family Cancer Institute. Last year, these beautiful, 
accomplished and determined women left us a legacy of 
service, generosity and graciousness. I will miss them both, 
but our work will continue to honor them for many years 
to come.

This year, I’m very excited to report that Circle 1000 raised 
over $1.05 million to benefit Hoag Family Cancer Institute. 
Our total support now stands at $19 million since our 
founding. I take great pride in knowing that together, we 
helped Hoag to be the first community hospital in Orange 

County to offer Phase 1 clinical trials and to achieve 
national recognition from U.S. News & World Report as a 
'high performing' cancer program.

The 31st Annual Circle 1000 funds will be designated to the 

following areas in the Hoag Family Cancer Institute:

• $400,000:  Research Infrastructure Including   
   Sustainability of Trials

• $200,000:   Precision Medicine
• $170,000:   Breast Navigator Assistants
• $150,000:  GYN Nurse Navigator
• $50,000:    Sandy Sewell Nursing Scholarship Endowment
• $30,000:    Annual Nursing Symposium
• $30,000:    Bereavement
• $30,000:    Non-Nursing Staff Travel and Education

For many of us, cancer is personal. My parents were 
treated at Hoag. I experienced the excellent level of care, 
compassion and understanding that makes Hoag a beacon 
of hope and healing for Orange County. Thanks to the 
generosity of our community and the incredible physicians 
and nurses who take care of our loved ones, we have an 
important resource for healing, education and prevention. 

I wish to thank the 31st Annual Founders' Committee 
for making this year's brunch an inspiring and joyful 
celebration. When I stood on the stage and looked out at all 
of you, I was overcome with emotion to be part of such an 
extraordinary group of philanthropists and friends. We have 
touched so many lives and, while we may never meet them 
or know their names, we know that at the end of the day, we 
made a difference in their fight against cancer.

Sincerely,

Mary V. Buckingham  
Circle 1000 Chair, 2018
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D. Diane Anderson Family 

Jackie Glass / The Kling  

 Family Foundation 

Karen and Tom Linden 

Ann and Robert Lucas

GGold 
Circle

Tom Larkin in loving memory of  

 Margaret G. Larkin 

The Lido Isle Women's Charitable  

 Foundation

J.W. and Sandra L. Mitchell  

 Foundation

Sandy Sewell 

Ginny and Peter Ueberroth

Susan Werner and John Hagestad

PPlatinum 
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Back: Lin Auer, Robert Braithwaite & Judy Montgomery  
Front: Terry Callahan & Sandi Mitchell

Jessica Werner & Susan Werner

Marianne Larkin, Mary Rabbitt, Thomas Larkin & Toria Brant-Zawadzki
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Ginny Ueberroth & Vicki Booth

Diana Miner, Karen Littlefair, Debbie Benedict & Shana Conzelman

DeeDee Anderson & Heather GaughanKaren Linden, Karen Mills & Tom Linden
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Don and Janet Ayres 
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Lynette and Richard Berg 

Vicki and Bill Booth 

Mary O. and Jim Buckingham
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Janet L. Curci 

Phyllis and Jim Easton 

Cheri and Dave Ekedal

Sandy Fainbarg 

The Kirwan Family

Sandra and Ron Livingston 
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Tony and Melinda Moiso 

Patricia D. O'Donnell 

Karen Rabe, Kirsten and Kevin Rabe

Mike and Tara Shapiro 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter O. Shea 
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The Terry Family Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs. Jim Shea 

The Weeks Family
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Back row: Jim Buckingham, Ann Buckingham-Shea, Joey Buckingham, Bill Buckingham & Tim Robertson  
Front row: Karen Mills, Mary Buckingham & Lacy Buckingham
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Paula Crawford, Karen Mills, Dana Lucas Cipolla, Danielle Cipolla & Cathy Andrews

Les Terry, Julie Terry & Pinkie Terry Tara Shapiro & Karen Mills
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Tom and Mayumi Adams 

Robert and Sheryl Anderson 

Argyros Family Foundation

Phil and Shelley Belling 

Dorothy Bendetti

Bob and Diana Brookes in  

 memory of Lee and Joan Sammis

Jim and Terry Broyles

Mary V. Buckingham 

Roger and Sandy DeYoung

Kevin and Trudy Finn

Frome Family Foundation 

Heather Gaughan 

Marie Gray 

Ken and Stephanie Grody 

Dan and Sue Guggenheim

Ginny and Dave Hanna

Maralou and Jerry Harrington 

Michael K. Hayde 

The Jeanette Bertea Hennings  

 Foundation 

JoAnn Hertel 

Lisa Hillgren 

Teri and Alan Hoops

Ursula M. Hoshaw

Karen and Jon Jaffe 

Beth and Tommy Knapp 

Marge and Jeff Lewis 

Alicia and Vance Mape 

Marilyn McIntyre 

Jill Ayres, Janet Ayres & Sandra Ayres

Dave Ekedal, Karen Mills & Cheri Ekedal
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Jamie Shepherdson, Brittany Barrack & Brooke Shepherdson

Jeri McKenna & Christine Anderson

Marilyn von KleinSmid-Randolph & Karen MillsBill & Vicki Booth
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Julie Mumma 

Muzzy Family Fund 

Kathy and Sam Perricone 

Sherry Phelan 

David and Patricia Schweitzer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Searles 

The Sence Foundation 

Laurie Sewell-Cappello and Jeff Sewell 

Nancy and Geoffrey Stack 

George and Katie Tuerk 

Kent and Ginni Valley

Ginger and Tony Allen 

Frances and John Applegate, MD

Edie Barvin 
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Diane and Jim Connelly

Crevier Family Foundation 
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Kelly and Ron Cummings 

Laurie and Jake Easton III 
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Pam and Chris Massey

Donna Miller 
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Robert Anderson, MD & Sheryl Anderson

Phyllis Easton, Karen Mills & Sloan Purcell

Winsom Weeks, Kelli Weeks, Karen Mills, Janine Weeks, Kim Weeks & Susan Gilomen

Heather Gaughan & Katie Flamson
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Raney Zusman Medical Group 

Michelle Rohé

Mary and Peter Rooney 

Dennis and Janet Shannon

Marilyn Sutton 

Heidi Ueberroth 

Keri Ueberroth 

Polly and Joe Ueberroth 

Molly A. Walters

Carol and Kent Wilken 

Julie and Justin Wilson

Susan Anderson

John and Jill Aschieris 

Lin Auer 

Bonnie Barrington 

Trish Berchtold 

Mary Lynn Bergman-Rallis 

Linda Bertone 

William W. Blackburn 

Lisa Braithwaite

Allyson Brooks, MD 

Mary and Fenton Carey 

Kris Carnahan 
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Ginni Valley, Pam Massey, Debbie McKenna & Karen Linden

Marie GrayMichelle Bendetti, Dorothy Bendetti & Cynthia Churchill

Jerry Harrington, Karen Mills & Pam Munro

PPearl 
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IIn Support of Patient-Centered,  
Personalized Cancer Care

For 31 years, Circle 1000 has helped Hoag Family Cancer Institute offer 
patients what few community hospitals can. Thanks to your support, our 
community enjoys the level of advanced, comprehensive cancer prevention and 
treatment that is typically found at major academic medical centers. 

Your generosity in 2017 provided the following:

$240,000: Developmental Therapeutics Program

Hoag Family Cancer Institute offers patients clinical trials for life-saving drugs (developmental therapeutics) that are not yet on 
the market. These investigational therapies may prove to be effective cancer treatments and become a standard approach to care. 

Thanks to philanthropy, Hoag currently has 21 Phase 1 clinical trials through an alliance with USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. Growth is one of the most important elements of a successful program and Hoag expects to grow to more than 30 clinical 
trials by 2019.

One example of a Phase 1 clinical trial now active at Hoag Family Cancer Institute is a study of a unique new drug that is directly 
injected into a tumor combined with two other approved cancer drugs. The study drug has a special property that enhances the 
efficiency of the two other cancer drugs. It also has the added benefit of recruiting immune cells into the tumor for an immune 
system boost against cancer.

 “ These trials bring promising new drugs to patients whose cancers have become resistant to standard therapy or novel 
combinations of approved and investigational drugs for patients who are earlier in treatment,” said Diana Hanna, M.D., an 
oncologist who provides oversight for Hoag’s Phase 1 clinical trials. “These treatments have become increasingly targeted to an 
individual's tumor type and genomic profile and are being integrated with immunotherapy as well.”

Burton L. Eisenberg, M.D.  
Grace E. Hoag Executive Medical Director Endowed Chair, Hoag Family Cancer Institute
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$120,000: Precision Medicine Program

We can’t wait for answers. And, thanks to Circle 1000, we don’t have to. 
Precision medicine is an emerging approach to disease treatment and 
prevention that considers an individual’s genes, environment and lifestyle. 

Previously available only at large academic medical centers, Hoag Family 
Cancer Institute utilizes precision medicine, through such practices as 
genomic profiling, to home in on the precise molecular abnormalities that 
create and sustain cancerous tumors. This specific knowledge about the 
patient's tumor leads to more targeted treatment approaches.  

“For us at Hoag, our goal is to make the traditional approach to cancer 
treatment a thing of the past,” said Michael Demeure, M.D., program 
director of Precision Medicine. “Research and innovation have caused 
us to evolve our understanding and, in many cases, treatment of an 
individual’s cancer based on its particular genomic makeup with precision 
medicines. These treatments offer better outcomes with less toxic side 
effects, so they are particularly mindful of the person we are treating.”

Dr. Demeure has led an active research lab for over 20 years. In his role at 
Hoag, Dr. Demeure leads the strategy and development for the Precision 
Medicine Program including identifying new partners, developing 
a molecular tumor board and assessing new software that provides 
oncologists with vital information at the point of care. 

Recently, using precision medicine through a Caris panel, Hoag 
oncologists identified simultaneous gene mutations in a lung cancer 
patient’s genomic profile that would render standard treatment 
completely ineffective. 

Armed with that information, the patient’s oncologist recommended a newly approved drug that would be much more effective 
given her genetic profile. With precision medicine, the right drug was given to the right person at the right time. 

$170,000 :   Nurse Navigation Program expansion
$150,000 :   Arden Flamson Breast and GYN Cancer Nurse Navigator
$145,000 :   Cancer Early Detection and Prevention Program
$100,000 :   Patient Outcomes Analyst
$50,000:     Sandy Sewell Nursing Scholarship Endowment

$30,000 :   Annual Oncology Nursing Symposium
$30,000 :   Education for non-nursing oncology staff
$10,000 :   Educational video for chemotherapy patients
$5,000:     Recovery jackets for all cancer patients

Your Generosity Also Supported

Michael Demeure, M.D.  
Program Director of Precision Medicine
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Lesly Davenport

Alison Davis 

Mary Allyn and Earl Dexter

Richard and Dee Dick 

Kimberly Dwan Bernatz /  

 First American Trust

Jim and Tammy Evatt 

Fran Farrer

Katie and Mike Flamson

James and Katherine Flynn 

Bob and Gay Fontanesi 

Tracy Allen Friedmann 

Doug and Julie Garn 

Jocelyn Gilbert

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Heimstaedt 

Jan Turner Hering and J. Clark Booth  

 in memory of Kay and John Turner

Dee and Larry Higby 

Sue and Peter Hitch 

Tom and Mimi Hogan 
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Rick John in memory of  

 Rosalind Williams John 

Katrin B. Johnson 

Rich and Susie Johnson

Pat and Jerry Jones 

Betsy and Ray King

Jane Kingsley 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Knapp

Sally and Jim Knapp
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Frances & John Applegate, MD, Jill & John Aschieris

Stephanie Grody & Sheryl Anderson

Teri Hoops, Ginny Ueberroth & Tammy Eriksmoen

Trudy Finn & Karen Mills

Susan Elghanayan, Ginny Hanna & Phyllis Easton

Cindy Stokke & Beth Knapp
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Ron and Joan Lane 

Tom and Marianne Larkin in loving  

 memory of Margaret G. Larkin 

Stefan and Jane Manolakas 

Deb and Tim McCune 

Lori and Joe McKay

Cindy McKee 

Carolyn McKitterick

Sue Mears 

Kathy and Ron Merriman 

Barbara and Ed Meserve 

Jan Moody 

Priscella J. Moore 

Pacific Hospitalist Associates

Kathryn Pearlman 

Cynthia Perazzo

Dorothea and Peter Perrin

Sidney R. Petersen 

Mary Robins Philpot 

Gary and Nancy Pickett

Mary and Pete Rabbitt

Gini Robins / Theodore Robins Ford 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Robinson 

Tom and Jill Schriber

Catherine M. Shattuck in memory of  

 Margaret G. Larkin

Paula and John Stanek

Dr. and Mrs. E. James Stanley

Sue Stern

Al and Cindy Stokke 
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Kenya Beckmann, Carolyn McKitterick & Christy Ward Mary & Fenton Carey

Laurie Kraus & Shawn CunninghamLaurie Easton, Karen Mills & Lesa VanderBie

Christy Marlin, Karen Mills & Suzanne Ellingson

Angie Knapp, Karen Linden & Sally KnappKaren Mills & Julie Wilson

Kathryn Glassmyer Cenci & Jan Turner Hering
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Graham, Harrison and Gretchen Tingler

Tabitha and Stephen Unterberger

Martinus B. and Katharine M. Van der Steen

Mary Jo Winkelmann 

Lloyd Wise 

Anne Worrell
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Marianne & Thomas Larkin

Karen Mills & Mary Allyn Dexter

Patty Brody & Trish Berchtold

Jerry Jones, Karen Mills & Pat Jones

Cindy Stokke, Karen Mills & Sandra Wirta

Annie McCray Pauley, Tom Linden & Allyson Brooks, MD

Bud Carter & Jane Kingsley Carollee McDaniel, Susan Young & Mary Jo Winkelmann
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Mary Allen 

Paul and Bonnie Bennett 

Jan Blue 

Sue and Greg Brakovich

Victoria Brant-Zawadzki 

M. Diane Buchanan 

Bill and Joey Buckingham 

Linda Campbell 

Roberta Feuerstein 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Fix 

Gochnauer Family Foundation 

Andrew R. Guarni

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hill 

Pam Howard 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Irwin 

Jill Johnson-Tucker 

Dr. Ronald C. Maddox and  

 Sandra Maddox 

Debbie and Jeff Margolis

McAfee Family Foundation 

Leslie K. Meserve, MD

Brooke Montijo

Kerry O'Neil 

Carole M. Pickup 

Therese Poitevin and Richard O'Hara 

Charlene Prager

Penny Rauth 

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Rawlins 

Pamela M. Schmider 

Susie and Jim Simpson

Robert Braithwaite, Lisa Braithwaite & Flynn Andrizzi, PhD

Kaitlin Hogan, Mimi Hogan, Karen Mills, Sue Werner & Jessica Werner

Dee Pritchard-Dick & Richard Dick Jan Moody, Gini Robins & Nancy Janzen

Karen Mills & Gay FontanesiSusana Ertac, Karen Mills & Deb McCune
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Mr. and Mrs. Chapin Smith 

Susan Strader

Shannon Tarnutzer 

Kyle and David Team

Susan and Joe Thomas 

Rosemarie Wallack 

Rita and Gary Wilder

JJade 
Circle

Mary Allen & Penny Rauth

Kerry O'Neil, Karen Mills, Marianne Larkin & Susan Werner

Karen Mills & Charlene Prager

Gail Russo-Larsson & Karen Mills

Madeline Swinden & Susan Strader

IIn-Kind 
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FFounders' 
Committee

Mary V. Buckingham, Chair

Heather Gaughan, 

 Underwriting Chair

Sheryl Anderson*

Frances Applegate

Jill Aschieris

Lin Auer

Vicki Booth*

Kathryn Glassmyer Cenci

Katie Flamson

Jan Turner Hering

Bethany Knapp*

Marianne Larkin

Karen Linden*

Sandra Maddox

Kerry O’Neil* 

Gini Robins

Pamela Schmider*

Tara Shapiro

Ginny Ueberroth*

Kelli Weeks

Sue Werner

* Past Chairs

Names highlighted in bold designate 
members of the original 1987 Circle 
1000 Founders’ Committee.
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Heather Macdonald, MD, Burton Eisenberg, MD, Michael Demeure, MD & Sara Demeure

Ginny Ueberroth and guests



Front row- Lin Auer, Vicki Booth, Ginny Ueberroth, Mary Buckingham, Karen Mills, Jan Turner Hering, Marianne Larkin, Gini Robins 
Back row - Kerry O'Neil, Beth Knapp, Kathryn Glassmyer Cenci, Kelli Weeks, Heather Gaughan, Jill Aschieris, Susan Werner, Sheryl Anderson, Karen Linden, 
Frances Applegate

Founders’ Committee: Past & Present

HHall of Fame Circle 1000 Speakers

Hoag Hospital Foundation
Coufos Family Center for Philanthropy
330 Placentia Avenue, Suite 100
Newport Beach, CA 92663
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† Deceased

Jill Ireland † – 1988
Betty Rollin – 1989
Nancy Reagan † – 1990
Peter Ueberroth – 1991
Dave Dravecky – 1992
Dr. Edward Rosenbaum † – 1993
Susan Nessim & Diana Golden † – 1994

Linda Ellerbee – 1995
Carol Krause – 1996
Harry Belafonte – 1997
Ted Kennedy, Jr. – 1998
Scott Hamilton – 1999
Barbara Barrie – 2000
Alan Hobson – 2001

Geraldine Ferraro † – 2002
Julia Sweeney – 2003
Hamilton Jordan † – 2004
Meredith Baxter Birney – 2005
Sam Donaldson – 2006
Lou Holtz – 2007
Tom Brokaw – 2008

Cokie Roberts – 2009
Ethan Zohn – 2010
Kelly Corrigan – 2011
Alan Hobson – 2012
Corina Morariu – 2013

Jamie Lee Curtis – 2014

Father Gregory Boyle – 2015

Shannon Miller – 2016
Joan Lunden – 2017
Karen Mills  – 2018


